


















  All Catholic children not  
attending a Catholic school 
     should be enrolled in  
     Religious Education  
              Classes.  

 
 

Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph  
Children’s Religious Education Program 

1065 N. Orleans Street  
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

312/787-7174 
 

For more information contact the Rel. Ed. Office 
312-787-7174 or by  e-mail: adoering@covad.net 

 

Classes meet on Sun. mornings 9:30am–10:50 am  
  

January-March Schedule 
Jan 31  Regular Class Session 
Feb 7 Regular Class Session 
Feb 14 NO SESSION – Presidents’ Weekend 
Feb 21 Regular Class Session 
Feb 28 Regular Class Session 
Mar  7  Regular Class Session  
Mar 14 Rel. Ed. Night Ministry Service Project  
            (Daylight Savings Time begins) 
Mar 21 NO SESSION – Spring Break 
Mar 28 Family Education  Stations of the Cross 

Religious Education 

St. Joseph mugs, depicting the magnificent stained glass windows of St. Joseph Church, 
will be available in the atrium of St. Joseph Parish Center on Sunday, January 31st.   
 
If you have already purchased your mug you can pick up your order that day. For those 
who would like to purchase mugs — there are still some available. Photography compliments of  
Kathryn Cunningham]  

The second phase of the evangelization initiative, Catholics Come 
Home Chicago, is beginning in the Archdiocese of Chicago with an 
invitation to Catholics who have; been away from the Church to 
experience forgiveness and renewal with additional times for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. This "Welcome" component follows the 
airing of nearly 2,000 television commercials in three languages in the 
metropolitan area since mid-December that constituted the "Invitation" 
phase. 
 

Twenty-two Catholic churches in the Archdiocese of Chicago will offer 
unique timing opportunities for Reconciliation on February 1, Monday 
evening 7:00-9:00 p.m. These are in addition to the regular 
Reconciliation schedule in parishes.  Contact: 312-534-5100 or visit 
ww.CatholicsComeHomeCHICAGO.org for the list of parishes offering 
the February 1st Reconciliation services. 

 



You’re invited! 
to a Special Tea & Poetry Evening Event 

Featuring 

"Love Poems to Life  
with poets Judith Valente and Albert DeGenova."  

Saturday, February 6, 2010 
Immediately following 5:00 pm 

the Joy Room 
Immaculate Conception Parish Center 

1431 N. North Park Avenue, Chicago, IL 

Please join us for an evening of exquisite poetry,  
soulful music, champagne and hors d’oeuvres. 

Of Judith Valente’s new 
book Discovering Moons, 
Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Mary Oliver declared, 
“Judith Valente’s [poems] 
own their own beauty, 
offer themselves 
abundantly to metaphor. 
Ms Valente has 
constructed an active, 
even frisky language, 
pulling into the poem 
references and allusions 
that tease our minds as 
they amplify the poem’s 
subject and mood and 
landscape. We are 
engaged and unravel the 
poems therefore in a kind 
of rickrack stroll, enjoying 
the fulsome ride toward 
summation.” 

Commenting on Albert 
DeGenva’s latest book 
The Blueing Hours, Rane 
Arroyo said, “ here is a 
poet who does not want to 
trade Earth for Heaven or 
Hell. Al is betting 
everything that the 
objects of this world – 
flawed or not – are 
charged with meaning that 
we humans need more 
than some elusive 
transformation into 
perfection...He is a 
generous poet for his 
insights are our insights. 
He makes us wealthy in a 
currency about soul, life, 
passion. One word at a 
time, one heartbreak at a 
time, one rescue at a time. 

 Our guest poets will read from their new collections: Judith Valente’s “Discovering Moons”  and  
Albert DeGenova’s "The Bluing Hour".  DeGenova, who is also a talented musician, will accompany the 
poetry on his sax. “Discovering Moons”  and “The Blueing Hours”  were both published in 2009 by Virtual 
Artists Collective, www.vacpoetry.org. Both books will be available at the performance. 



 

           Role on the Parish Council:  
I have been a member of the Parish Council since September 2008 and joined after receiving support 
from Father Pat and several members of the Council. In 2009 I was nominated as Chairperson of the 
Council, a position that is an honor and very fulfilling. Besides being a Council member I also act as the 
Parish Council liaison to the Finance Committee.  
 

Benefits of being on the Parish Council:  
The Parish Council experience has opened my eyes to the magnitude and scope of what being a 
parishioner really means. For me, IC is no longer simply a place where I go to Mass but a Catholic faith 
community that touches on every aspect of our lives. As a member of the Council I have been able to 
draw upon my life experiences to help make a difference in so many aspects of parish life.  

Meet  the Pastoral Council of  
Immaculate Conception and St. Joseph Parishes 

The concept of a Parish Pastoral Council emerged from the ecclesiological principles of the Second 
Vatican Council. Documents issued by the Council stressed the need for church structures consistent with 
the Council’s emphasis on the church as the People of God. To ensure the expanding role of the laity 
within parishes, structures were needed to facilitate new levels of cooperation between the clergy and the 
laity in sharing responsibility for the mission of the church.  
 

The Pastoral Council of Immaculate Conception and St. Joseph Parishes, consisting of ten lay members, 
is the primary advisory and consultative body to the pastor which collaborates with him on matters of 
pastoral concern. The members advise and offer opinions as well as work on long-range planning and 
evaluate and support the activities of the parish. The council meets monthly.  
The Pastoral Council is a ministry of leadership and service. The members are selected from a list of 
names submitted to the pastor. The selection process attempts to balance the council in terms of age, 
gender and interests. Each week, for the next several weeks one of the members of the Parish  Pastoral 
Council will be introduced. Chairperson, Jon Dante is featured this week.  

Name:  Jon P. Dante 
 

Personal Info:  
I have been a member of Immaculate Conception Church since 1982, right after I 
moved from the northwestern suburbs. We were attracted to IC because of its warm 
family atmosphere and the ease with which we could get involved and make a 
difference in the community. My wife, Karen, is a regular lector at both Saint Joseph 
and IC and we are involved in a number of Church activities.  

The Parish Pastoral Council 
will be hosting a Blood Drive with 

 LifeSource to celebrate 
Heart Health Awareness Month 

at 
Immaculate Conception (Teachers Lounge) 

on Sunday, February 21, 2010 
 

All registrants the day of the drive 
receive a free mini-physical and donors can also 

receive a Cholesterol check! 
Please bring your ID on the day of the drive. 

Make your appointment today 
we welcome walk-ins too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information or 
to schedule an appointment, 

please contact Jodi Thyen at 312-218-7036 

Parish Blood Drive 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Place postage 

here 

Immaculate Conception Church 
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60610-1226 

If you are a victim of sexual abuse by any 
Archdiocese of Chicago personnel including clergy, 
the Office for Assistance Ministry would like to help 
you on your healing journey. Please contact us for 
more information. 
 

Matt Hunnicutt, MSW, LCSW, Dir. 
Mayra Flores, Assist. Dir. 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
or call 312/534-8267 or 8256;  
866/517-4528 (toll-free) 
www.archchicago.org;  
assistmin@archchicago.org 
 
Would you like to know more about the 
Archdiocesan policies and safeguards for the 
Protection of Children and Youth?  Visit 
www.archchicago.org and click on the “Protecting 
Children” and/or the “Children Matter Network” tab 
on the left side of the screen.  

Help with your 
healing journey…  

Stewardship for January 16-17, 2010 
   Immaculate Conception: $9,289.00 
  St. Joseph: $1,731.00 

 
Stewardship for January 23-24, 2010 

.Immaculate Conception: $6,127.00 
  St. Joseph: $1,717.62 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Visit our parish website www.ic-sjchurch.org 
 and click on the Stewardship tab 

 to read about contribution options. 
 

“All things in this world are created out of God’s love, 
and they become a framework of gifts, offered us so that 
we can know God more easily and make a return of 
God’s love more readily.”  —St. Ignatius Loyola Copyright © 2009, 
World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Stewardship 

Saints & Special Observances  
Sunday: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
  Catholic Schools Week 
Tuesday:  The Presentation of the Lord; 
Wednesday: St. Blaise; St. Ansgar;  
  Blessing of Throats 
Friday: St. Agatha; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Paul Miki and His Companions; 
  First Saturday 


